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he urge for humans to classify is instinctual - a need to arrange the world around

us into patterns, to form order from chaos, compels us from childhood to death.
This desire became formalised in the sciences, and especially so in taxonomy - the
placing of creatures and plants into groups. This amassing of knowledge, this killing
of life and its entombment in collections, occasionally borders on obsession: the
Victorian naturalist Alfred Russell Wallace wrote, on capturing a rare insect, ‘My
heart began to beat violently, the blood rushed to my head, and I felt much more
like fainting than I have done when in apprehension of immediate death.™

The scientific collection so painstakingly created is traditionally seen as hermetic
and privileged — akin to the archive: a repository of preserved knowledge and
authority, often institutionalised in museums.” But in actuality all collections -
personal or institutional - are unstable, and time dissipates that which has been so
carefully hoarded; a return to incoherence and entropy.

It is this failure of the collection and its archive that fascinates me. Dust and
disintegration are the hallmarks of the fragments of insect collections and
documentation depicted herein.* These creatures have died twice, first poisoned
in killing jars, then turned by time into ruins. What remains are cul-de-sacs: their
stored knowledge dissipated, their context lost.

* A. F. Wallace (1869), The Malay Archipelago, Macmillan, London, vol. II, p. 24.

T The Booth Museum of Natural History in Brighton, where some of the photographs in this
book were taken, contains over half a million insects in its collections, most not on public
display.

* Ironically, a major cause of damage to insect collections is by other insects.
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8 1 s Cotlege, waa delivered a
Philasophieal Full, Leets, by Profussor 3ull, the s
Deing “Live Dust’’  Ther, dgain a Inrge dudience,
Protussor Minll commensed by refercing 10 the mads of
collecting dust for exzmination, espncinlly tust Doatiag iy
the mir. A gluss elip smeared with glycevine, ho eaid, had|
Beon extensively used for the purpose of collecting tha
duat 3 bub this method was dpen 1o ghe ohjection thet mil
gorms were killed by the piyeariue, and that the volume
%5, air whish had yialded the dust conld not be e ared.
‘Watar shaken up io n large flask of air nad been
weed to saparate the dust, but by this mesns o suflieiens
volume of air eonld not be exemined without nsing a
wessol of inconvenient size, Atmosplieric 1oiETaie, GoNe
‘dansed upon the surface of o vessel cooled by e, hud
been collectea nud cxamined. The meden insfrumant
for passing o measnred cusrent of mr tirough line jet,
and enurnpulously collecting all the dust which ik comtains,
was desoribad 1n detail, and iilustrated by mesns of
lantern slides. Proseading to point out the varions kinds
of dust found in the Mmospl:m. the lecturer spoke of
waleanic dust, minute ‘parliﬁl_u%uf magnstic iran (believed
16 Ba microecopic meteorites), the dead orgupic mater
which forms n largg proportion of common dust, sud
living organic dust.  Of the last numed tug chisf consti=
tuents ote polien, spored of monids and mildews, and
basteriz. heo. ]mcbetia,”hn observed, wore of special

interest from therr with putrefnelion and with
certun deadly diseases. It was showy long ago by
Sehwano that baet were nd Lle to jutras

faction, and that the most uostable organic fuid
would not putrify unless hving bacteria g0t aoccsss
to it. This demonstralion nitimately led 1o
Lister's antiseptic surgery, o discovery the nraotinal
importence of which couid not ba overraled, for it wod
probable that iscptic surgery bod dene ns much to
ruduce human suffering aud death as the total abolition of
war in Europeau countries would do. (Applanse.) The
Jife higtory of some comuion bacteris was eeoribed, and
‘nu gecount given of tne wuy in which & necessury cous

I betw g;m joulur forms ©of badteria and
infeotinns favers had beew useertvined. The great number
of lmeterin everywhera present iu the mir mido us
feel that we were assaled by the germs of aiseasa at
every point, Unt two or three Jpraccioal considerations
mught b shown to grestly dimiuish ibe aisk.  n the
first place, the bacteri ol discase formed only au insigs
pificant proportion of the whole number of l;vin§ germy
present in the i ; furtier, n great numberof the Lacteda
of all kinds were dead, not wmore then one-twentieth
Luing ocapable of germiugtion iu & suitable fluit: ana
Instly, the putrcfactive anil otuer less gangsrous haclers
were very prons to get the uppsr hand of ths more special
and delisate organisms wiich coustitited fhe perms of
iufections disense. - Proctical remedies with regard to the
dangerous lormsof dust were explained, the pringipal of
thess being the use of anbiSephc snbstances, thig removal
from tue neighbonriond of large towns of danyerous
trades such ms created guantites ol (ust oF nvolvad

putrelae tlﬂ:;u{ltwms. o simplification: ot houschold
suraitore, and especially the doing away with any vury
sl o woollen hangiugs. jn houses, | “'murl:i}:ujammu
L i o~

, improvaed oleanlmess
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BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS

{(BRITIRNH







Fi1G. 68.—Nilgivi Chafers.

I, Anontala oliviers, Shp.: 2, A. pallida b Ao reging, Newin. ;
identified) = 5. Melasina barberi, Shpo; 6, Serica nilgic .
7. Holotrichia repetita, Shp.: 8, Adoretus ovalis, Bl (’
comiferta, Shp.: 10, Awomala ignicoliis: 11, Papill L
Serica prlula, Shp, (Originaliphoto by Dr. G, A, Barber,
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